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DHABTRAN Saudi Arablz—Look-
mo dapper in. a: close—ﬁttmg green
‘flight suit and red.silk:seéarf, Prince;
Bandar bin Sultan escorted a group of
" Americans around Dhahran Air Force;
- Base; the showpiece of the Saudi Ara-
bian military, -pointing “with. equal
~pride-to-sleelc F=5fighters - and to
modern single-family houses for the
pxlots and ground crews.. .* ..
-When-a visitor addressed the 30-
year -old rephew of King Khaled as
“Your ngnness, the prmce fmwned
shg,htly TS
T prefer to- be called ma;or.”_ he
.said. “I worked hard to become a ma-
-jor. I was born-a-prince: I was 9 years
“old before I realized my name wasn :
‘Prince.” ™1 ise>
- Bandar’s preference for tmhtary in-
stead of royal titles is strikingly unu-
.sual in a country that is. governedin
- feudal fashion.by a.sprawling royal

family and where Western-style mit-
itary rank, command structure and
_weapons ‘were vxrtually‘unknown a

K jetTjockey “who- cultwates the

ghter-pﬂot mystxque, Bandar:is' as
much -at home:behind the*stick ‘of a
: supersonic. aircraft- as-his- ancestors
* were-in desert encampments. And he
“retains :the- traditional - pride: of . the;

" Bedouin . Warrior.*When I-hear:an|
- officer from another country say, ‘My{

. tnit is second to none,’ I reply,. 'Well,:
I command the nione,” . :Bandar says..

i.Yet American advisers. say- there; -

are pot many;: like: Bandar. among
* Saudi- Arabia’s 70,000 men’at arms.|
.“That the Persian- Gulf kingdom ‘has
“vastly increased. the: “sophistication of
/its - weaponry is beyond question, Ha'
““well its;army’ canuse-its:newly- e
" quired. weapons, Oz - how it would per
form in- modem-combal lS annth 1
matter. cee el 2
" +And the abxhtyof theSaud: mihta-"
-ry is an issue of vital concern for the- j

United States,: not ‘anly because the:
country is a pivotal one in the Middle’

East but also because this country has_%

grown steadity” more denendent ‘on.+

MODE?N BUT HOW GOOD?-,

CUET L Times map by Don Climamt ]

: -At the-most basic level, US ana~
]ysts are concerned over whether the]
Saudi - military: would ~be- able--to
protect the vital but fragile oil induts-
try from outside aggression or sabo-
tage. There-is also the question-of;
whether - Saudi . Arabia’s . nexbhbors
have anything to fear from- its 9134
bﬂhon-a—yeat military program: -4

-.Saudi and U.S. officials agree that.
the most serious potentiak rmLtary
threats. are posed: by South Yemen
Ethiopia, two Saviet-supported Marx-!
jist states. Both South Yemen, stumted.|
just. south-.of Saudi -Arabia. across.a.
disputed border, and Ethiopia, across:

.the Red- Sea, have Cuban.advisers!

with their military-units. Satd intel-|
ligence- sources also express concern|
that Marxist revalutienaries ultimate~
ly may win a:long-running but- lowl

intensity civil war in.Oman; a sultan-.

ate just east of SaudrArabias =¥ -

foreign policy.that. places.the unity-of. the:Arab :

STAT |

so!dzers regtﬂarfys ‘took™ off + for *long ‘periods

Wwithout mmal-leave 10 tend 100 farmly obhca—s
t!O’L..i s WW AT e
~ But.in 1950, with. King ibn Saud neannc, the
end.'of his 20-year reign, Saudi Arabiz sought':
US.7aid in’medernizing its: armed forces: 'E‘hew
process started stowly but tcday-Saudi Arabia is-
the: leading foreign: customer-: for U.S. arms !
a.,s*stanceaﬁﬁlfuma -its -military - organization-;
around .Xmencannmade planes, tamcs armored
personnel carriers, artxllery, rockeLs and ma~
chineguns. =+ =

In‘the last five years Saud1 Arabna has placed ;
orders for $17.5 billion in U.S. arms, traiging- |
‘and military-construction. During the same pers
jod. -Iran ordered’ $16.9 billion in- American
weapons—much of it canceled  after the fall of
the shah, and Israel ordered $6.5 bitlion worth,

Beyond the issue of Saudi Arabia’s internal-
seeurity, the’ growing sophistication of its mili~
tary. equipment raises disturbing questions for
U.S foreign policy: What role does the-kingdom
really want to play in the Middle East and how
welt does that role fit in with U.S. interests? -

U.S. spectalists' in Washington say they are
under no illusions that Saudx Arabia will sup--;
port. U.S. policy .in all cases,-These: snecxahsts
say-that Saudi Arabia is detertiined 1 to'chatt a’ 3

wcrld first” .and.” anti-Communisma’ second..
Hgwever, Saudi interests - and U.S. interests’
tend to overlap and reinforee each .other.on. al..,
miost all issues except for those involving Israel,’ 3

_There is no ctance, U.S. officials. say,.thal.thee
Riyadh government might seek. to-fill- the- -Tolen:
of -policeman of. the: Persian- Guli,> witich” thes:

-shah had staked out for Iran. For' onetmng, t.he“,

70,000-member ! Saudi; armed. force” lacks the-
numbers to replace what had been‘an- ‘Tranian+

< 1fc:ceof413000 SRR A S S a L AT el 3

.S officials da: not believe: the Saudi 1’0131 “Nevertheless, it is clearly in-the national m-i
family faces an internal revolution like the one terest of both the United States and Saudi Araz
that toppled Shah Mohammed Reza Pahlavt in: bia to keep Saudi oil flowing to world markets
Iran>.CIA Director Stansfield Turner-said that “U.S. “officials “are . confident—but admit they

altrough Saudi Arabia had some-

witl Iran.. it ig much smaller, less yesterniz

less developed and it is not a one-man rule but ﬁelds

3 family- rule?z:z/The plusses and minuses % Just how °‘Ood15 the Saudl xmhtary’

arities cannot be certain-—that Saudi Arabia would use:

.its arms to prevent any sort: of dxsrupuon of onk

lead mato believe that Saudi Arabia is not in as= . U.S. adwsers say that the Saudi armed ml‘t:e:s¥

wa

-.cannot- be' compared ‘with-the battle~hardened:

Qan,mﬁjiw
‘Before’-1950, - Saudi.-Arabia’s' armed - forces: military organizations.of Israel, Egypt or-Syria.!
were~primarily equipped. with':vintage- rifles,:And, the advisers admit. they do not know how|

curved;swords; spears, camels and smft Arabi- well. Saudi. t.mops wuuld perrorm in. an~emer,a
an horses. As.recently as 30 -years-ago, accord- aency_,_ s ok =
ing-teeV.S: advisers, the kingdom.:'did not have, -

*‘They havent faced combat,” a Pentaoon

any-ofithe trappings.of 2 modern armed force. specxahst said. It may be like the Indian armyi -
Military units areanized into platoons, compa- that, did, not know untik 1962, (when: India was|
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